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MANITOBA'’S CITIES BACK FEDERAL BAIL REFORM,
CALL FOR ACTION ON CORE INFRASTRUCTURE

November 25, 2025 — Representatives from Manitoba’s ten cities convened today
at the 2025 AMM Fall Convention to set a clear agenda focused on public safety and
infrastructure. The group affirmed support for the federal government’s proposed Bill
C-14, which advances bail and sentencing reform, while also urging renewed
investments in core infrastructure and a modernized municipal growth funding
model.

“The safety of our citizens is the foundation of thriving communities,” said AMM
President Kathy Valentino. “For too long, municipalities have sounded the alarm
on repeat offenders and systemic gaps in bail and sentencing. Bill C-14 represents
a necessary and significant step forward, and Manitoba municipalities are firmly
behind it. Yet we cannot overlook the infrastructure that underpins everything else
— housing, growth, and quality of life.”

Currently, funding through the Manitoba Water Services Board that supports critical
municipal water and wastewater infrastructure falls far short of demand. While the
Board’s total annual budget is $24 million, project applications before it now total
$1.35 billion. Delegates also emphasized the urgent need for federal investment and
the introduction of a permanent infrastructure program to replace the expired
Investing in Canada Infrastructure Program (ICIP). Such a program would ensure
funding that is long-term, sustainable, and predictable, enabling municipalities to
plan effectively and support economic growth.

“Our collective voice is strongest when we align around key priorities,” added Cities
Caucus Chair and City of Portage la Prairie Mayor Sharilyn Knox. “On public
safety, infrastructure, and growth funding we are united. Bill C-14 is a welcome signal
that the federal government recognizes the real concerns of our citizens. At the same
time, we must ensure that investments in core infrastructure like water and
wastewater systems keep pace with our housing and growth pressures.”

The AMM Cities Caucus will continue to monitor the progress of Bill C-14 as it moves
through Parliament and looks forward to working with provincial and federal partners
on infrastructure and funding reform throughout 2026.
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