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Background

= Micromobility devices are increasingly being used across Manitoba.

* The Highway Traffic Act sets out rules for e-bikes, but there is no current
framework for micromobility devices in Manitoba.

»= There is no framework at the federal level, and other provinces have put
pilot projects in place.

» E-scooter rental providers reached out to the Manitoba Government requesting
regulated rules or a pilot project to allow them to provide rental options.

* There are an increasing number of injuries and incidents involving e-scooters
in Canada.

= Micromobility/e-scooters can alleviate congestion and reduce greenhouse gas.

» These devices often utilize active transportation infrastructure.



Vil What are Micromobility Devices?

* Micromobility refers to small, lightweight electric vehicles designed for short-
distance travel, typically within urban environments.

* Encompasses a range of transportation modes including electric
scooters, e-bikes, e-mopeds, electric skateboards, and others.

* [ndustry is evolving and innovative, provides an efficient, eco-friendly, and
convenient alternative to traditional transportation methods, especially for
short distances/trips.

» Growth of micromobility has outpaced the development of regulations.

» | ack of federal guidance as devices tend to operate at speeds below
32km/hr (i.e., higher speeds may fall into restricted vehicle classes).



MT! Examples of Micromobility

= Examples of
micromobility devices

= Conventional e-bikes

= E-cargo bikes

» Moped-style e-bikes

= E-tricycles or
quadricycles

= E-skateboards

= E-scooters

= Self-balancing ALl
devices
(e.g., Segways,
hoverboards, e-
unicycles)




MTI Exclusions

» Golf carts, small cars, motorized mobility
aids, or mobility scooters are not being
considered for Manitoba’s micromobility
framework.

= Mobility aids are currently regulated in
The Highway Traffic Act (HTA).

= Currently only looking to create rules for
smaller micromobility devices, focus on
e-scooters and similar types of devices.

» E-bikes are regulated as power-assisted
bicycles in the HTA.




Jurisdictional Comparisons

* Micromobility devices are prohibited for use on sidewalks by
most countries.

* Inconsistencies and ambiguity in rules and regulations which
creates confusion for the public and law enforcement.

 Lack of federal or provincial regulations across Canada.

» Other jurisdictions outside of Canada are struggling to
regulate these devices.

* Devices may vary in how they are used across Urban and
Rural communities.



M Why now?

= Currently, micromobility devices such as e-scooters are easily
purchased by the public for personal use.

= Canadian provinces such as British Columbia, Ontario, Quebec
and Saskatchewan have developed pilot regulations for e-
scooters.

* MTI is looking at ways to create rules for e-scooters and other
micromobility devices to ensure devices are used responsibly
and safely.



M Why now?

» Growth of micromobility with no consistent rules has resulted
in fragmented and confusing landscape.

» There have been frequent calls and concerns raised from
residents and municipalities for clear rules on how devices are
to be used.

» Lack of enforcement ability due to legal confusion has meant
challenges in enforcement.

= | ack of clear rules has led to increased accidents.



M Public Health Challenges

* Public Health-related reports have shown a concerning rise in
injuries linked to rider inexperience, low helmet use, and
Increasing power/speed of micromobility devices.

» Advocacy groups and healthcare professionals have called for
clear rules regarding:
= Age restrictions;
» Helmet requirements;
» Designated riding zones.



Enforcement Challenges

Enforcement challenges: widespread sale of non-compliant
devices is an issue, which creates difficulty for officers to enforce
rules without clear standards.

» Limiting after-market modifications;

» Confirming underage driving;

» Different speeds and misuse on sidewalks.
» Devices are not registered.

» Lack of federal guidance and framework including a lack of federal
compliance labels for the devices.



Municipal Perspectives and Feedback

» \What are some issues that your municipality encounters with these
devices?

= \What is their most common experience with these devices? What
type do they see most often?

» How are these devices being used in your community?
* Are these devices used by children on sidewalks or roads?
* Any issues with how these devices are currently being used?

» Do you think signage would help address these devices?



Micromobility in Manitoba

MTI

= MTI is looking to define these devices as “electric personal vehicles” that:
= Are powered by one or more electric motors;
= A total maximum power output of 500 W or less and

= Cannot propel the vehicle at a speed greater than 32 km/hr on a
paved level surface.

Has a platform or foot pads for its operator to stand on or

Has a seat or saddle for its operator to sit on at a specified height
Weighs 45kg (e.g., 100 pounds or less)

Must not be operated on a highway or bicycle facility at a speed greater
than 25 km/hr.

= \Would be defined as vehicles under the law, not motor vehicles like cars.

» The devices would not be required to be registered like cars or have
iInsurance, similar to bicycles and e-bikes currently.




Potential Rules for Micromobility

* Limiting use to roads with speed limit of 50 km/h or less and bike
lanes.

= Devices should be operated;

» Driving as closely as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of roadway
= Use bike-lane or bicycle facility if available

» By-laws could further indicate specific locations or areas or further
reduced speeds.

= No sidewalks.

» Use on sidewalk is completely prohibited as the HTA prohibits a
vehicle from driving on a sidewalk.



Potential Rules for Micromobility

= Municipal By-Law Authority

= Although HTA s. 90(1) gives traffic authorities additional by-law making powers respecting vehicles, the
by-laws cannot contradict provisions of The Highway Traffic Act (HTA).

» Municipalities can make a by-law under Section 90(1)(d) of the HTA on where micromobility may
operate.

= MTI does not want to ban these devices outright.
» Rules relating to operation

= Minimum age for operation is targeted at 16 years for micromobility devices.
= Currently 14 years for power-assisted bicycles (e-bikes).

= Micromobility users have the same rights and duties as the driver of a e-bike on a highway or bicycle
lane and must obey all signs and traffic control devices.

= Signs and traffic control devices apply to micromobility device users.
» Rules of the road for vehicles would apply.
* Proposed Maximum Speed Limit is 25 km/hr; devices can reach up to 32 km/hr

= 25 km/hr is consistent with ON, BC, PEI, SK and QC.
= 32 km/hr is consistent with federal floor limit.



Potential Rules for Micromobility

» Safety Requirements

= All users would be required to wear helmets that meet the Manitoba Bicycle Helmet Regulation
standards.

» Helmet requirement does not apply to persons exempted by religious obligations.
= Operator must keep at least one hand on handlebar when operating the device.
» Towing, carrying additional persons, and wearing headphones is not permitted.
= Carrying any objects that may interfere with operation or control is not allowed.
= Carrying or transporting a passenger on the vehicle is not allowed.

= Parking requirements

= Law currently prohibits leaving vehicles in a way that would obstruct a highway or sidewalks.

= Mirrors HTA provisions for parking vehicles which prohibits parking vehicles on a sidewalk, bicycle
facilities and highways which could obstruct the flow of traffic.

= Not to be left unattended on a sidewalk, bicycles facility or any location intended for traffic unless
by-law permits.

» Potential approach to allow parking of a micromobility device on a sidewalk if permitted under a by-
law passed by municipality.



M Potential Rules for Micromobility

» Signals
= Users would be required to give signals using right hand or arm
where traffic may be affected when turning the device, if no lights,
similar hand signals used by cyclists.
* Equipment
= Mirror bicycle rules, requiring lights at night.
» Possibility of including wearable lights/reflectors.

» Possible to include bell or horn capable of being heard by pedestrians
and drivers of bicycles in proximity to the device.

» However, bicycles and e-bikes do not require these.



Potential Rules for Micromobility

= Enforcement

» The provisions of The Highway Traffic Act and the regulations, including the rules of the
road, would apply to a micromobility users, as if the device was a vehicle. Similar to
bicycles, HTA rules of the road and enforcement provisions apply.

» Use of headphones prohibited.

* Prohibits use when impaired.

= Communication
= MTI intends to develop communications plans to ensure the public is aware of these new
rules and requirements once in place.
» Rules are consistent with other pilot jurisdictions in Canada.

= MTI will ensure to keep stakeholders aware of developments and will be continuing these
consultations.



M Municipal Perspectives

* Any concerns raised from constituents?
» Should children's devices be specifically regulated or clarified?

= Are you supportive of these devices being used in your
community? Or is there a desire to ban them?

» \What kind of rules does your municipality need?

» Are there any specific by-laws that may be needed?



Municipal Perspectives

* Do any of these safety requirements seem too onerous? Or are there
missing safety requirements not addressed?

* Do you envision needing different by-law powers for these devices?

» Are any of these rules off-base from your experiences in your
communities? Speed limits, helmets, age limits?

* Do you feel enforcement will be able to manage this in your community?

» Would your community devote resources to communicating these changes
to the public?



Municipal Perspectives

" |s there anything that we may have missed?
* Any other perspectives that you may want to share?

* Any issues or concerns?
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